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DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
WASHINGTON. 


August 6, 1896. 


To the 

Diplomatic and Consular Officers 

of the United States. 
Gent lemen:- 

At the instance of Alvey A. Adee, Esquire, Second As- 
sistant Secretary of State, 1 take pleasure in herewith in- 
troducing Mr Robert E. Speer, Secretary of the Board of For- 
eign Missions of the Presbyterian Church, who is about pro- 
ceeding abroad, and for whom I cordially bespeak your official 
courtesies. 

I am, Gentlemen, 
Your obedient servant, 


2 OA: 
Acting Secretary. 


Department of the Zntevior, 
Bureau ot Education, 
@Aashington. 
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m4 g Ws : 10048 
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Washington GG. EB, 


August 17, 1896. 


Hon. Darwin R. James, 
123 Maiden Lane, New York, 
My dear Sir: 

Your letter of the 5th instant comes into my hands im- 
mediately on my return from a vacation in the mountains. I beg 
to enclose the letter of introduction for Mr. Robert E. Speer and 
shall be glad if he will keep memoranda of his observations and 
write me a letter now and then while abroad or after his return. 


Very respectfully your obedient servant, 


Commissioner. 


Enclosure. 


Bepariment of the Interior 
Bureau of Education, 
THashington, B. &. 
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' SKETCH OF THE LIFZ OF SHOSABURO AOYAMA- Man 3” 1908 
Ma, SPEER, 
Writtoh by Himself. 
T was born January 4th, 1843, at Okazaki a Satyam the Province of 
Mikawe. My fathers name was Mokuemen © Yamaji and my mother’s Tayo Yameji.From 
generation to generation our family served the feudal! Led (of Okazaki)and my 
; father for a long time acted as his deputy.1 was the youngest of seven sons. 
hen I was eleven years of age a relative named Acyama, who had no son of nis 
own, adopted me (and I took his name). According to the custom of that time I de- 
voted myself dildgently day and night te the study of Literature (Chinese and 
Japanese) a 


and military art.Being naturally dull nowever my progress 


Every night my mother, while occupied with he 


household duties, required me to read 
a opimary history and herself told mé about the heroes of ancient and modern 

vee 
Japa 


mn and taugnt me dutic 


es of a 


-pior (sumurai)and endeavored to cutiwate in me 
trength of will. Altnougn the Aoyama family and often visiting tnem 
t continued to peside with my father and mother »ntil I was sixteen 


or seventeen 
yeargof age. 


when Commodore Perry came to Japan T was about ten yearsof age. 


His coming awakened tive country as from sleep.For mere than two hundred years 
there 


had been a oeriod of peace but now the weooens whigh had long lain hidden 
away in boxes were brougnt forth and there was a revival in the study of military 
art.There was likewise a revival in letters and Chinese literature begame very 
popular but imycinébinatinanas were not toward literature for I wished to serve my 
lord as a soldier. I pecame opoficient-exeelling especially in the use of the 
spear and in artillery apusrice.At the age of twenty nowever the new metheds of 
foreign gunnery were intredueed much to my dissatisfaction(for I held to the old) 
and J remonstpated with my superiors, They however explained to me the snort-com- 
* 


ings of our own and- the, merits of the a 


ew and told me also about th 


> 


s peal condi- 


2. 


. 


tion of foreign © 


countriss.! wes greatly interested and frow that time deeame 
zealous student o8 foreign gunnery. 


I 
foreign science 


lso devoted myself to the study of 


and among other books “Natural Hist 


ry” and Elementary Physiel- 
ogy” 
+ 


y ten by Mr.Howson, a missionary to China, 
the ena oT 


enef pt 
these oooks 


-there’ was. an “aeeount given of: Jesus Christ and sche 
and power of the Greator was described. This ] read rep atedly.it 
understand ebout the 


wae 


Was easy to 
Creatop but I couldn’t understand the least bit about 
At this time the Peeling against foreigners was in 


(S) 
a 
en 
a) 
Qo 


ole subject of discussion was the driving of them away and the closing 


them of cur harbonus,and hence even tnose who PF 


= ead such books as I 


were OerseGuted.But tne current of events was too strong for 


the conservatives.@ivil wapsbreaking out, wes then twenty-thres 
= 


have mentioned 


on twenty-four 


f Japan quickly proved inferior to the Setter 
ens and wonderful changes segan to work in everything. At that time 
Twa : to Kyoto as a military officer 


years Gld,ihe ancient weopens 


+0 arrange for s 


sending forward aprtil- 
lary in the 


= war With Choshu(Yamagueni).While I 


es 
3 


as staying there 1 was oromoted 
Zo the 


S 


6 position of diplomatic officer(in dealing with other feudal Lords).1 thus 
had an opportunity to greatly increase my knowledge for I met many famous militet 
tary leaders and visited the domains of other feudal lords.Heretofore I had seen 
spent my whole Life in Okazaki, and my knowledéex of otner parts of Japan- was 
guite limited but now I came to understand the Cereus of the country as @ 
whole.At tiiis time the patwatines ch 


anged Se iaug and battles being fought at 
Kyoto and Fushimi the Shogun was overthrown and the Mikado was pestored to pow- 
er. (Meantime) T had been Gast into prison for opposing the government and there | 
I remained until the war of tne ~oration was ended. (The feudal lord of 
Okazaki was a supporter of the Shogun but Aoyama evidently sympathized with 
Mikado and hence was cast into prison by ois fe 


‘Ree 


tne 


udal lord and Kept 


there un= 


til the triumph of the Mikade”s symoathizers compelled the reldaa@se of all such 
orisoners.)While I was staying in prison I geaderedideeplyrever: the question as 
+o whether it was possible te harmonize Confucianism with foreign seienee so that 
both could dwell together in the Land.But tne course of events was so papid that 
it seemed that not one old thing was going to be left and I searehed in vain for 
some foundation principle that might serve as a guide for the mind of the new Japan 
I theugnt that possidly in the systems ef foreign escuntries there mignt be some 


thing similar to Confucianism but I couldn’t find anything. 
Re 


1 
Th ure eee released from arisong8urt my troubles’ were not ovens 
i had had muah trouble from my ehildhbod; trouble in Gonnection witn being adooted 
into another family;trouble inherited from the new house into which I nad entered. 
Then when i-wasoe¢ast into prison my allowanee was peduced and when released I was 
in great ooverty. (Samurai received an annual allowance of so many Koku of rice 
from their fudal lord.) In 1868 nowever tne old officials were all dismissed and 


tnose who like myself nad been in orison came into sower.So tne despilsadl theorists 


becane the high offieials. jhe government in my feudal Lords domain was now exactly 


to my Paney and 1 considered that the time had eome when i could put into orac— 


ties the new Knowledwe which I nad gethered.But much disapoointment was tne re= 


sult for tne most part. Justat this time there was. oudlished the trpansLation od 


a book called eselpahelo” fsnites}.tn this Sook there wes written much about mis= 


sionapies and the deeds of heores whien I gheatly admired.t pead it several 


times searehing especially for the fundamentelly different sroint of view whien 


evidently distinguisned the West Prom the East.At tnis time I was Commanded to 


Lead back to Okazaki the samurae who were gathered ai the residences of my lord 


in Yedo.This gave me my First opeortunity to visit Xugk Yokonama, Meet foreigners | 


and utter freely my inmost feelings.Tnen it was that I was told that Ghristian- 


ity is the feunidation of Western eivilization.With that began my desire to study 


Ghristianity.The national law however still orohidited itnder the gervest pen= 
alties any such study and as there were ne books I could not do anything. Nev= 
ertheless I fairly hungersd and tnipsted with my desire.It napoened then that 
one of my friends who had deen to America and Europe retupned.He had with him 

a Chinese translation of the New Testament and he showed it to me.Then I told 
nim what I wished to do and my desire to o@ssess the book, whereupon he gave it 
to me with pleasure.I was delighted and read it many times day and night.But the 
opinciole of it was entirely oSeyond my icnderstanding end I felt very foolish 

because 1 Gould not wnderstand it and many times [ cast it aside but always 
took it up again.As I think of it now it seems like a dream.The Cross of Christ 
was a special. stumbling block to me and as a soldier I was greatly dissatisfied 
with the timidity of tne discioles.I continued to raad the book over and over 
for four years and gzilained no light. wanted to read the Old Testament also but 
could not get one. 
In 1871 the Daimyates were abolished and the present system 

of Prefectures was estadlished. (This deprived the most of the samurai of their 


suooort) Most of my friends got some government positiongand went away and it 


was necessary for me to @ind something to d@.so | decided to go to Tokyo with my 


fanily.It was now the summer of 1874.1t was at this time that I first began to 


try to pray to God seeretly.T read pooks on the Evidence of Christianity and the 


like and I megan to venerate God. My main piurgose in going to Tokyo was to ob- 
tain a ehance of studying the Bible and,as [ already had three onildren, to give 
‘them an opportunity of being educated in the new knowledge and to bring my 

my whole Pamily under the atlases of the new religion.Whe I first went to 
Tokyo iT was introduced to Dr.Thompson by the same friend who first gays me the 
New Testament.I told to him my hopes and expressed the desire to become his 
pupil.He treated me with great kindness.After that every day in comoany witn 


four or five friends I studied the Old Testament at his house.On Sunday I went 


oe 


t£0 church with my family and studied the Gosdels of Luke and John with Dr. 


Ven al at 7 ; i + = 7 ; 
vVeroeck.I felt I was beginning to understand their meaning which is that Cnrist 


witn a nature which is botnm human and devine is our great SeavSQur. I soon asked 


to be Oaotized and was Dastized by Dp. fThompson.My old Priends saught to persuade 


ne to get employment with the Government Dut Dr. Tnaompason told me it would ba a 


difficult thing for me to keew the Sabbath hol¥ and if oossidle it would be bet= 


ter to seek some other livelinood.As'my allowance as a samurai was still coning 


adanese to Miss 


I studied the Bible and began to tell others about 


878 the thenlogical School was established and I studied there 


for over two years greatly ta my benefit.1 was shamefully slow in my spiritual 


development.1 found it hard to believe in miracles.1 thougnt that God was not 


above the reason and indeed trat God and reason were almost the same thing.But 


I did not wholly rejet¢t them-1 leoked upon them as historical events and wait=— 


ed for clear evidence that would allow me tofiholij belie &.But in the un= 


known time the Holy Spirrit was sent.1 Felt ver) 


led 
I had a great struggle toowith my old nabits.We began family 
opayers.The children grew in knowledge.My own weakness and the oower of old 
habits were revealed to me continuously-nignt and day.Nor had I any power to 
overcome them-any power of my own.1 was in greet distress and could only ex- 


claim: “OQ wretehed man that 


I aml “As 1 Look back to that period I feel it to have 
been the period of my greatest suffering. Tnougn I believed in Christ I didntt 
receive Nis full Light.1 saw the dim light in the far distance,Though I was 


reformed I semetimes felt nypocrbtical yet 1 believed that God would surely 


nelo me, 


For five years after I was baatized I preached tne Gosoel 


within and without the City of Tokyo.in the spring of 1872 I was told that Snin- 


Ge 


onoseki was to be made an open port.it was theeefore my desire to begin to 
oreach the Gospel in tnat place and with my friend Mr.S.Hattori I pledged my- 
self to that work and in April of tnat year we o:roseeded to that plaee.As -soon 
as we began to preaeéh there arose a bitter oersecution and we nad no place in 


which even to stay.But in the midst of the persecution and in a short time many 
Ghpistians and at various places around adout there were enguirers so 
that on Christmas 1879 we were able to organize a ehureh.Mr.Hattori thei went to 
Yamaguchi and Mr.Nakashima coming to the field the Gospel was preached in Hire= 
shima, Yanagawa and Kokura.As I had been ordained before Leaving Tokyo I went 
about from »dace to place baptizing the eonverts.In the Soring of 1881 there 
was a pevival in Tokyo and Yokohama and some Christians coming from there we held 
meetings night and daey.I also recieved the blessing of the Holy Spirit and from 
that time I was full of gratitude. 

In the Soring of 1883 my wife who had been bedridden for five 
year died leaving six chéldren so that both Within and without wy nousehold I 
was made to suffer but the Lord made it all work out for my soiritual good and 
led me in the true way. 

Afterwards I became the pastor of the Yamaguchi Churen and at that 
time there was an ettack of the New Theology and it seemed as tnough the Churches 
in this region and myself as well Teludladovewnowed-rere weewitAstood it and 
made firmer the foundations.It was a great benefit to my faith but there were 
many among the Christians whe never pecovered. 

7] have spent 19 years working in this region: 11 yearsat Shimono- 
seki and at Chofu, 3Syear at Yamagu@ai, 1 year at Yanagawa(Kyushu), and 4 years 

at Usuki (Kyushu).Dupring that time i have enjoyed the sympathy of Dr.Alekander 

and he nas done many favors to my family.1 have had iwelve children, by my first 
wife €axe seven and by my second five.By the grace of God 10 are still living. 

The eldest son has graduated at MeCormick Theological Seminary and is devoting 


S 


_ 3 ee 


Te 


nis life to the Gospel ministry.i pejoice in this,Br.Alexander was a great help 


nim. i pej:ciee teo in the Pact that ‘my eldest daughter is the wife of a 


As I lodek back over-my life I feel that I was e@noSen by the will 


God, reedemed and consecrated by the preeious blood of the Lord, and was made 


sepyant and oreagher of the Word.My joy in serying the Lord with@tt fear is 


changed into everflokuhig> gratitude.I am not looking back but keeping my eyes 


ia front I press toward the goal. 


Tt is plain that wonderful changes hae taken place in Japan 
since the introduetion of Ghristianity but the @hanges are so varieus and the 


causes so mixed tnat it is mard to say that Christianity is the sole eause. 


Nevertheless that it was a most imoortant eause all must admit.Of course for 


the most part Eastern customs are sprung frem Confucianism and Buddhism: sucn 


for examole as the honoring of men and déspising of women and the division of 


society into ranks.But evil customs in Japan are being gradually rooted icut.if 
it is asked why they break with old customs so readily the aoswer is that they 


realize that this mist be done if Japan wishes to rival civilized countries of 


the West.Feudeal government has been abolished and Gonstitutional government es- 


tablished in tig plaee with good effect,In the homes of the people the rank and 


pelations of man and w 


oman are improving.1t is impossible tnat educated women 


should be treated with sontempt.There are two things however which are not yet 
established: first the destruction of the customs characteristic of osople of 


high rank; and second higher education among women generally.But it is elear that, 


these will gradually imorove.Tnus the pecole are eoming to look upon these var= 


ious changes as evidence that Gonfueianism and Buddhism are losing their power. 


“Ehe new wine will not be put into the old, bottles.The eld nouse has to. be broken| 


uo in order to build a new one.18 they wish to associate witn foreign peoples 


ni 8. 
Eatery 

on terms of seguatilty our eustoms must be made to sonform with theirs.Now if the 

many Changes oe examined carefully and traced to their source it will be seen 
tnat they all sprang from ideas revealed in the Bible.So tne people in our country 
must come to Christianity in the end.Many amongst the learned men, the statesmen 
and the business men often confess this. These peoole Rover are in no pesteane 
anxiety for their own salvation; they Pavor their wives and ehildren becoming 
Ghristians and the country as a whole beeoming Christian. Thes Christianity has 


been preached among the Gentiles and they believed it.One is surprised therefore 


at the smallness of the Ghureh but there are Peasons both withing and without for 
this state.Within the Ghureh they still deoend too much on the reason and Knowledg« 
of men and not on the power of God,and the poison of the New Eheology is Still at 
work.There are other causes which | will not mention but 1 believi in the final 
vietory of the ecross.1 pray especially for the outeouring ef the Holy Spirit Ss 


yoon the churches of this land. 


Please oardon the confusion of ideas and the brevity of this sketen of 


my life 


ShoZabure Aoyama. 
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CABLE ADDRESS: THE BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 


“INCULCATE,” NEW YORK. OF THE 
A.B.C. Code, 4TH EDITION. PRESBYTERIAN CHURGH IN THE U.S.A. STATION O. 


156 FirTH AVENUE. 


Post OFFICE Box F, 


OFFICE OF SECRETARY. 


New Yor ky eeeccccc- August.....L3th,...759 6, 


To the Christian Churches in Persia, India, Siam, Chine, Japan 
and Korea, under—the—sarenp? the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions. 


) 

Greeting: - 

Grace be unto you and peace from God our Father, 
and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

This Foard salutes you with fraternal affection as partners 
with our own churches in the same precious faith in Christ, as fellow- 
laborers in the great cause of the world's redemption, and as heirs 
with us of the glorious promises in Christ, which pertain to this pres- 
ent life and to the life which abideth forever. 

The bearer of this letter is our greatly beloved brother, Mr. 
Robert E. Speer, one of the Secretaries of the Board, and highly es- 
teemea of all our churches for his knowledge of the things of God, and 
as having much of that wisdom which is from above in things pertaining 
to the Church of Christ. He is sent by us at the earnest request of 
many of our missionaries, to visit some of the Missions where they ‘are 
laboring in the Lord and where the grace of God, through the outpouring 


of the Holy Spirit, has abounded to the salvation of many precious souls, 
to the intent that he may furnish us with more full and perfect informa- 
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tion regarding the Lord's work in these lands. We commend him to your 
confidence and fellowship. He will assure you of our concern for your 
temporal and spiritual welfare; of our sympathy in the trials and per- 
secutions which hawe come upon some of you for the sake of your faith 
in Jesus Christ; of our joy in your steadfastness in the Gospel; of our 
anxiety to see your churches growing in numbers and gracious efforts 
and becoming self-supporting and zealous in the extension of the King- 
dom of Christ among the unbelievers around you. A great portion of 
the world remains in the bondage of sin without the knowledge of Christ. 
Tt is evident that the Church of Christ is not doling its full duty to 
its Master's last great command, and while we at home are trying to 
rouse ourselves to greater zeal in fulfilling that command, we would 
stir you up also, putting you in remembrance of your opportunity and 
duty in this matter. 

Mr. Speer will tell you of our unabated confidence in the 
missionary brethren and sisters who are working in the midst of you; of 
our earnest desire to promote and strengthen the various methods of mis- 
sionary operation under their care; but he will explain, perhaps, some 
of the causes which sometimes render us unable to grant all that the 
missionaries urgently request. 

We are confident that our Brother Speer's stay with you, 
though necessarily brief, will bring him much joy and be of mich ad- 


vantage both to you snd to us; especially delightful will it be for him 
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and you to commune together as to how the life and salvation of our 
Lord Jesus Christ may be exalted in the earth, and how we, each and 
every one of us, may be made worthy of that blood which was shed for 
our redemption and the redemption of all the worla. 

Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our 
Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the biood of the 
everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work, to do His 
will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in His sight, through 


Jesus Christ; to Him be glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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